MES AYNAK ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROJECT ,

Archaeological overview 2011-2013



m Red Zone: 450,000 m2. Central

open mining cast. High poten-
tial of archaeological and ar-
chitectural remains located
within the zone. Central focus
of current archaeological acti-
vities, the most urgent to be
completed.

|
® Orange Zone, phase of urgent

priority: five archaeological
areas, total 47,780 m2. Disper-
sed historical remains around
the perimeter of Red Zone.

|
B Green Zone: 112,200 m2. Deter-

mined as ordinary priority. Se-
ven areas to the south of Red
Zone.
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Mes Aynak Red Zone i project figures

m 47 archaeological sites completed,
under excavation or temporarily
suspended for further fieldwork.

B As mapped for early December
2013: 10 sites (7,234 m?) with com-
pleted excavation; 14 areas (totals:
18,327 m?) nearly accomplished.

m 3 areas completely evaluated by
trial trenches, totals 43,000 m?2.

B Estimated area to be evaluated in
2014: 150,000 m2.

® Total area of currently ongoing or
suspended excavation: 15,372 m2,

B At |east 7 sites scheduled for exca-
vation in early 2014; estimated area
of excavation: ca. 35,000 m2.




Mes Aynak T topography and chronoloc

Three main zones can be distinguished in topography of the Mes Aynak site:

® Aynak mountain (industrial): a series of
sites along the crest of the Kuh-i Aynak
mountain. The area dominated by the
copper slag deposits, melting furnaces,
wor-kings for ore crushing, a system of
mining shafts and habitable structures
set on several terraces. Defensive wall
built to protect copper working areas.

B | ower Town (domestic): a dense cluster
of a few mudbrick residential complexes
located on the tops of tepe features,
large stone walls and platforms, craft
workshops at a domestic scale.

B Peripheral monastic area (religious): a
dispersed group of 6 Buddhist monas-
teries and/or religious features. The

sites occupy higher, visible hill-tops.

m Chronological framework for Mes Ay-
nak streching from the late 3rd cen-
tury to the middle of the 8th century
AD. Dating based on coin finds dis-
covered, stylistic analysis of pottery
forms, characteristic details of archi-
tectural remains, sculptures and wall
paintings.

B Possible archaeological evidence for
earlier (late Bronze and Iron Age) oc-
cupation of the site.



